What does loving Allah mean? BS Foad,M.D. 2009
· To love someone else for the sake of Allah, not expecting material reward

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: (Allah on the Day of Judgment will say: “Where are the ones who love one another because of Me and obey me; this day I will protect them in My shade, when there is no shade or protection except Mine) Muslim

(Three things whoever have them will truly feel the sweet taste of belief: that Allah and His messenger are more beloved to him than anything else; and that he loves another person, only for the sake of Allah; and that he hates to revert to a state of unbelief, after Allah saved him, in the same way he hates to be thrown in fire)
Bokhari & Muslim

· To acknowledge Allah’s blessings
Most people take Allah’s blessings for granted and do not thank Allah properly:

“And He gives you of all that you ask for; but if you count the blessings and favors of Allah, never will be able to enumerate them. Indeed man is unjust and ungrateful”

Ibrahim 14: 34

“ Whatever blessings or good things it is from Allah; and when you are touched with distress, you cry to Him with groans “ An-Nahl 16 : 53

· Loving Allah means obeying His orders and following His messenger
“Say: “If you do love Allah, follow me: Allah will love you and forgive your sins, for Allah is often-forgiving, most-merciful “ Al-Imran 3 : 31

· Loving Allah’s servants and helping them is evidence that we love Allah

Prophet Muhammad ( PBUH ) said: ( You will not enter heaven until you believe; and you will not believe until you love one another ) Muslim

( None of you will truly believe until you love for your brother what you love for yourself ) Bokhari & Muslim

· Getting close to Allah through rituals of worship and optional service

Prophet Muhammad ( PBUH ) said: ( Allah says: “ .. and there is nothing more beloved to Me that one of My servants can do to get close to Me than obeying what I made obligatory on him. My servant keeps coming close to Me with optional service till I love him. When I love him, I become his hearing and his eye sight, and his hand and his leg… ) Bokhari
· Remembering Allah, praising Him and seeking His forgiveness

Prophet Muhammad ( PBUH ) said: ( Two words that are light on the tongue, but heavy in scale, and beloved to the Most Gracious are: Purified is Allah and glory to Him and all praise belong to Him; glory to Allah the most great ) Bokhari & Muslim

· Wanting to meet Allah: then Allah wants to meet His servant

Prophet Muhammad ( PBUH ) said: ( Whoever loves to meet Allah, Allah loves to meet him; and whoever dislikes meeting Allah, Allah dislikes meeting Him ) Bokhari 

Who are the people whom Allah loves?

· Those who do good ( Al-Mosineen )  -Those who are God-conscious ( Al-Muttaqeen)  -  Those who are just and do not wrong others ( Al-Muqseteen )

· Those who patiently persevere ( As-Sabereen ) 

· Those who purify themselves & turn to Allah in repentance ( Al-Mutatahereen & At-Tawwabeen ) – Those who strive in Allah’s cause ( Jihad )

· Those who do their work to the best of their ability day in and day out

· Those of noble character     - Those who are content – Those who help others 

