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Concepts discussed 

1-Asking questions, critical thinking and proper 
understanding of religion is important 

2-Sources of knowledge in Islam 

3-Basic Muslim beliefs and values 

4-Relationship between Muslims and non-Muslims as 
outlined in the Qurõan 

5-Islam is compatible with Western democracy and Islam 
is not at war with the West 

5-Root causes of extreme and radical movements 

6-There are misconceptions about Islam and the Muslims 



Sources of knowledge in Islam 

1-The Qurõan 

2-The Sunnah (tradition) of Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH)  

3-Human interpretation of these two sources of 
guidance: 

   -Basic principles of morality and our accountability are 
agreed upon 

   -Differences in peripheral issues or Rulings in 
Jurisprudence due to different interpretation 

    

    



The Qurõan 

Å Is the literal word of God, and not the writings or 
sayings of Muhammad 

ÅThe Qurõan was safeguarded from alteration 

ÅThe Qurõan was revealed in Arabic because 
Muhammad was an Arab 

ÅQurõanic revelation came gradually over 23 years to 
strengthen the heart of Muslims, solve problems and 
answer questions 

ÅThe Qurõan is a guidance, a mercy from God and a 
cure for the ills in our hearts 

Å We have obligations towards the Qurõan 



How was the Qurõan preserved? 

1- It was written on the material available at the time by 
scribes who heard the verses from Prophet Muhammad 
(PBUH) 

2- The verses of the Qurõan revealed gradually over 23 
year were memorized in the hearts of the Prophetõs 
companions 

3- When the Prophet died, the whole Qurõan was 
safeguarded in written and oral forms 

4- Abou Bakr collected the Qurõan from its sources in 
one book; then Othman wrote it in one version to 
make sure there are no differences in recitation 



The Qurõan was revealed gradually 

over 23 years 

1- To answer questions and solve problems 

2- To strengthen the heart of the Prophet and to 

provide guidance 

3- It would have been impossible for the Prophet 

and his companions to memorize, understand 

and apply the Qurõan if it came all at once 



The Qurõan was revealed in Arabic 

because Muhammad was an Arab 

òIndeed this is a revelation from the Lord of 

the worlds. With it came down the Spirit of 

faith and truth. To your heart, that you may 

admonish in a clear Arabic tongueò  

 Ash-Shuraõa 26: 192-195 

òWe sent not a messenger except (to teach) in 

the language of his own peopleò 

 Ibrahim 14: 4 


