Proper understanding
of Islam

BS Foad, M.D
2011



Concepts discussed

1-Asking guestions, critical thinking and proper
understanding of religion Is important

2-Sources of knowledge in Islam
3-Basic Muslim beliefs and values

4-Relationship between Muslims and-Moslims as
outl i1 ned I n the Qur 0an

5-I1slam i1s compatible with Western democracy and Isla
IS not at war with the West

5-Root causes of extreme and radical movements
6-There are misconceptions about Islam and the Muslir



Sources of knowledge In Islam

-The Qur 0an
2-The Sunnah (tradition) of Prophet Muhammad

(PBUH)

3-Human interpretation of these two sources of
guidance:

-Basic principles of morality and our accountability ar

agreed u

00N

-Differences in peripheral issues or Rulings In

Jurispruc

ence due to different interpretation



The Qur 0an

A Is theliteral word of God,and not the writings or
sayings of Muhammad

AThe Qu rsafegnardeddrsm alteration

AThe Qu rrévealed invAaabidbecause
Muhammad was an Arab

AQur O0ani ccameegraduballg aver a3nyeats
strengthen the heart of Muslims, solve problems and
answer guestions

AThe Quroan I s a gul danc ¢
cure for the ills In our hearts

A We havebligationst owar ds t he Qur



How was the Qur

1- It waswritten on the material available at the time by
scribes who heard the verses from Prophet Muhamn
(d>1915))

2-The verses of
year werenemorizedi n t
companions

3When the Prophet di ed, |
safeguarded in written and oral forms

4- Abou Bakr collectedt he Qur o6an fr or
one book; the®thman wrote it In one versiono
make sure there are no differences In recitation

t h
h e



The Qur oan was r €
over 23 years

1- To answer guestions and solve problems

2- To strengthen the heart of the Prophet and to
provide guidance

3- It would have been impossible for the Prophe
and his companions to memorize, understand
and apply the Qur oan




The Qur oan was 1 €
because Muhammad was an Arab

ol ndeed this I s a rev:
the worlds. With it came down the Spirit of
faith and truth. To your heart, that you may
admoni sh 1 n a cl ear /

Ash- Shur a o alo9® 6 : 192

oWe sent not a messen:
t he | anguage of hi s ¢

Ibrahim 14: 4



